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Location of Okinawa Islands

Okinawa Prefecture is located on the southern half of the Nansei
Islands, which run from Kyushu to Taiwan. The prefecture
comprises around 160 small islands spread across an area of
ocean spanning approximately 1,000 by 400 kilometers. 46 of

Central Area

Due to the U.S. military base stationed here, the
central area on the main island has been
Americanized in various ways, and you’ll find many
signs written in English. Located in Chatan,
American Village was redeveloped on former base
land, incorporating new styles. The area is always
bustling with shoppers and tourists. The west
coast is lined with resort hotels and offers a
diverse range of marine and leisure activities.

With a population of over 300,000, Naha is Okinawa’s capital city.

Northern Area

The region north of Nago City, known as"Yambaru,' features
stunning coastlines and expansive green mountains. The
region's evergreen broadleaf forests are home to many rare
and unique species, such as the Yambaru Kuina and the
Noguchigera, which can only be found here. The area also
hosts the globally renowned Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium on
the Motobu Peninsula. In 2025, an enormous theme park called
"JUNGLIA" is set to open, adding to the region's attractions.

Southern Area

The southern part of Okinawa is a pastoral region
known for expansive sugarcane fields. The area is
full of historical significance. Legend has it that the
Ryukyu god of creation descended onto this land.
As such, the area is home to the most sacred sites
of the Ryukyu Kingdom. However, the region was
also the site of vicious battles during WWII, and
many citizens caught up in the struggle lost their
lives here. Today, the battlefields have been

the islands are populated.

Japan’s Only Subtropical Region

Okinawa Prefecture is the only subtropical region in all of Japan.
With a marine climate, the winds generally blow from the
southeast in summers and from the northeast in winters.
Flowing up from the Philippines, the warm Kuroshio current
goes northwards towards Taiwan,
providing Okinawa with warm
winters. Annual temperatures average
23.1°C (73.6°F), with average lows of
20.8°C (69.4°F). While there is rarely
any snow or frost, Okinawa sees
typhoons between summer and fall.

The centrally located Kokusai Street functions as Okinawa’s main
thoroughfare. Located next to a market, this area sees crowds of locals
and tourists. It is the best street in all of Okinawa for eating and
shopping. The city’s Shuri ward was once the royal capital of the
Ryukyu Kingdom, and Shurijo Castle, a registered World Heritage Site,
is located here.

Outer Islands Area

Aside from the main island,
people also inhabit 37 other
islands. Each has its own distinct
culture and environment.
Every island is uniquely beautiful,
offering diverse charms.

converted into the Peace Memorial Park and many
people come to the site to pray for peace.

This course is recommended
for first-time travelers to Okinawa!
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On the first day, go sightseeing in
Naha City. After trying Okinawan food
at the airport, take the Yui Rail to T
Galleria, where you can enjoy tax-free
shopping. Then visit Shurijo Castle to
learn about Ryukyuan history.

After that, go to Makishi Station. From there you can visit Kokusai Street, Makishi
Public Market, Heiwa Street, and Tsuboya Yachimun Street. The entire area is
walkable. To end your day, enjoy food and drinks at a minyo izakaya (folksong
tavern), and take part in an Okinawan folk dance.
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On day two, head to the northern part
of the island. As you go further north,
the resort hotels lining the coast
begin to disappear. Look out across
the ocean from Busena Marine Park,
then drive to Kouri Island via the

breathtaking Kouri Ohashi Bridge. Upon returning back on the main island, head to
Fukugi Tree Lane in the town of Bise. Then go to the nearby Okinawa Churaumi
Aquarium to view subtropical sea creatures. Enjoy dinner in Nago City.
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The final day. Though you'll be
heading to Naha Airport after leaving
the hotel, you'll first need to make a
stop in central Okinawa. Okinawa City
and the Chatan area are full of
charming tourist spots.

Don’t forget to buy souvenirs. Stop by Okinawa Outlet Mall Ashibinaa nearby the
airport to enjoy some shopping. This is a good place to buy yourself some
souvenirs. Be sure to leave time to return your rental car before the flight.

Click here for details on the above course and information
on other courses!

VISIT OKINAWA JAPAN

https://visitokinawajapan.com/
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